KAA August 26, 2011 business meeting summary

1) The business items that need to be specifically addressed at the June meeting are: All items except 3 & 4. 

2) The next Observatory work session is scheduled for Sept. 24th from 9am to noon.  The items to be tackled are:  Please let me know if you plan to come so I can contact you if any change occurs or weather issues arise.

a. Finish removing last 25% of bottom 8” of wall particle board.

b. Apply Chreocoat on base plates and roof support members.

c. Mow field.
d. Install stone at bases of roof support posts. Jim to procure stones.

e. Finish removing saplings along west side of observatory.

c.
Junie will fabricate and install new roof retainer brackets ASAP.
3) The Six Dobsonian telescope bases and side supports are in Junies possession.  Some assembly issues, per Junie, have arisen on the prototype.  Until they are corrected the date for assembling all of the bases is on hold.   

4) Contact new tenants across entrance to observatory and explain who and what we are, and to let them know their welcome to join us at our observing sessions.  We need their email and phone number to keep them in the loop.  This is to also help with the lights should we do outside the observatory observing. 

5) Obsession telescope issues:

a. Determine if a ramp for the Obsession telescope is necessary to get it in and out of the observatory when taking it on the road or just breaking it down and reassembling it at the location is on hold until the cart handle configuration is modified.  

b. One other issue with the 15” Obsession is its carrying cart.  The handles are only 6” off the floor and need to be modified so the telescope can be lifted and moved while in a standing position rather than in a bent over position.  Junie is looking into a new handle arrangement. 

6) Junie was able to purchase a 2” motorized focuser at Stellafane, which according to the seller is the only focuser that has a chance of matching up with our unique mounting system.   Junie presented optical measurements to David and he said he could do the modifications to the new 2” focuser and provide a new flange for the existing 1 ¼” focuser all for under $100.00.  David was given the go ahead to do the work.  We are expecting this work to be done within the next couple of weeks. 
7) The clubs 40th observatory anniversary barbecue/cookout has been moved to October and will now be a restaurant event.  The date of the dinner has been set for Friday October 14th, but the location has not been decided on yet.  Jim Faux is going to check on a couple of other restaurant options in the Keene area before a location is determined by mid-Sept.  
8) Jim Fox will re-connect with the Dublin School and Jonathan Weiss. 

9)  Dale Moore will be KAA’s listed contact on the NH astronomical Society web page, in place of Junie.  Dale is in contact with the NHAS and hopes to have this change made shortly.
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10) NASA has announced the availability of a poster exhibit From Earth to the Solar System (FETTSS).   There are over 90 images available for download.  FETTU  has been exhibited all over the world in shopping malls, metro stations, parks, airports, and other unique locations, reaching millions of people in such locales as New Your City, Reykjavik, Alexandria, Shanghai, and Lima and with the Keene Public Library.  Gail at the library is interested in the posters, but we need to find funding for printing the posters and building frames to display the pictures.  We should discuss venues and other activities that might be part of the exhibit, i.e. guest speakers.  Jim Fox to pursue with Gail the possibility of downloading these photos and projecting them onto a screen in a rotating fashion for viewing prior to the astronomy presentation at the Keene Library in February.   We may also be able to use these photos prior to our presentations through our laptops.  Jim will also make a list of companies we could contact that may also print some photos for the library.  Jim Faux indicated any computer work needed to download the photos and get them setup for a slide show he would do.  

11) NEW OBSERVING REQUIREMENTS:  To help the person responsible for manning the observatory on observing nights only (Saturday nights), we are requesting all members that plan on coming to observe to email or call me by 3pm on the Friday before the observing night so we can let the person know at our business meeting if he needs to be at the observatory or not.     
12) Gail with the Keene Library appears to be on the verge of getting a telescope from the NH Astronomical Society to loan out to library members.  The library is


requesting that a KAA member be responsible for helping the library maintain the telescope.  Jim Fox and I volunteered to maintain the telescopes.  On Sept 17th the NHAS is holding a work shop to modify the 25 telescopes their giving out to make them almost indestructible.  If anyone wants to go to the modification party in Concord let me know.  If one of us is present they will learn how to modify the telescope and they will be given one for delivery to the Library.   

17) At this time Gail is also looking for suggestions on topics for the February 2012 astronomy series.  Please let me know what you would be interested in and I will pass it on to Gail or you can contact Gail directly.   

18) Investigate replacing the wire and rope cable for opening and closing the observatory roof as the existing cables appear to be at a point where they may have reached their life span.  Determine replacement cables availability and their costs over the next couple of months.  The wire cable with shield is ¼” thick and the rope is approx. 3/8” thick.  The cost of the wire cable is .50 cents/foot.  Perhaps we can use wire cable for both lines, but we need to investigate why they used rope for the return line.  
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19. Get ready for an International Moon Night October 8th in Keene, weather permitting.  The International Moon Night Organization is giving out binoculars, tripod, maps and more all valued at $400.00.  Gail issued a request for this equipment August 22nd and she will hear from them Sept. 9th if they will be receiving the equipment.  KAA will be the sponsor of this event and man the telescopes and binoculars Oct 8th.  One of the main requirements is to do the Moon viewing and conduct a presentation on the moon.   

20. Jim Faux has been in contact with Jody Turner, whom is affiliated with channel 8.  Jim is going to check into getting together with her and get the details on the show and whether it would be of any interest to us to put a segment together about the club and have it televised.   

21. The Sovera astronomy club in Chester, VT is going to be holding some interesting astronomy courses in Sept. and Oct. that you may be interested in.  If so, check out there web site at Sovera.org.   

22. It’s that time of year again.  At our next scheduled business meeting Friday October 7th at KSC in the YSC at 7pm election of officers will take place.  Anyone interested in filling any of the positions, please be at the meeting.  
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